Question: What per cent of 80 is 16?
We have the original number (80) and comparative number (16). The unknown in this problem is the rate. 

Since the sentence is “(sixteen) is  (some percentage) of (Eighty)” , then the variable stands for the percentage. 
 
Suppose percentage is x%

So that the equation is:

( 80 * x ) / 100 = 16

x = ( 16 * 100 ) / 80

x = 1600 / 80

x = 20
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16 is 20% of 80
 
